Funding studies of the unpredictable
The unpredictability of extreme weather events calls for a mechanism for mobilizing research funds at short notice, so
Unite to assess contaminant risk
There is an urgent need for a globally coordinated research programme to evaluate the risks to human health and the environment posed by contaminants of emerging concern, or CECs.
CECs are natural or synthetic chemicals that can affect an organism's ability to communicate with and respond to its environment. Well-known examples of their adverse biological effects include intersex phenotypes in wildlife, and poor sperm quality and quantity in humans (see also R. W. Stahlhut et al. Environ Health Perspect. 115, 876-882; 2007 430-434; 2011) . It will also be crucial for monitoring antibiotic resistance and emerging pathogens such as those responsible for severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), H5N1 and H1N1 influenza.
The use of routine sequencing in diagnostic laboratories will that an event can be investigated while it is still going on.
At the local and national levels, authorities could create a consortium of respected scientists as standby funding recipients. International contributions might be coordinated by a body such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which could set up a worldwide agreement on data and information sharing.
Besides investigations such as model validation, funding bids would need to cover basic research into these extreme weather events. Allocation would have to be decided within days, and research results fed promptly to a United Nations panel.
Such measures could minimize the cost of disastrous weather events over the medium to long term and help to lessen their socioeconomic, cultural and environmental effects. Brajesh K. Singh University of Western Sydney, Penrith, Australia. b.singh@uws.edu.au Turkey's research council clarifies role Some points you raise about TÜBİTAK, Turkey's scientific and technological research council, need clarification (Nature 470, 436; 2011).
As the main government agency for research management, funding and conduct, TÜBİTAK aims to create optimal conditions for Turkey's scientific and technological development. It is therefore concerned about the association of several notable scientists with the trial surrounding the Ergenekon organization, which is accused by the Turkish chief prosecutor of plotting against the democratically elected government.
TÜBİTAK has chosen to remain silent out of respect for the principle of judicial independence (as specified in the country's Criminal Code 5237).
You are incorrect in saying that TÜBİTAK was involved in the appointment of supporters of Turkey's ruling Justice and Development Party to key academic positions. Most of the scientists in TÜBİTAK's senior management were working at the agency for many years before the ruling party took over. 
